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Dear MITESOL Members, 

Happy summer! It has been a warm one! I hope this newsletter finds you well. I know not everyone 

gets a vacation in the summer, but I hope you all have had some time to enjoy the warmer season, and 

to enjoy time with friends and family or just time to yourselves. 

It was a pleasure to see many of you in April in Baltimore. The TESOL Convention was a good one, by 

most reports (I know I found plenty to attend and do), and MITESOL hosted another fun evening for 

our members and our old friends. 

By now you know that Jolene Jaquays is the 2016 Conference Chair and President-Elect. Jolene helped 

me get and keep this reception organized and flowing well. Thanks, partner! 
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MITESOL, P.O. Box 3432 

Ann Arbor, MI 48106 

          

  

  

Our President-Elect, Jolene Jaquays, with 

Sara Okello, with whom Jolene has often 

presented. Sara is no longer in Michigan, so 

the MITESOL reception was a great place 

for them to show off their smiles together. 

Thanks for your years of involvement and 

service to MITESOL, Sara! 

  

   

The Camden Pub was a rustic, fun location 

with great food and an endless flow of beer. 

We canõt always treat to so much free fare, 

but this year we found a good deal. Thanks 

to Pat and the Camden Pub! 

  

(continued on next page) 
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Our own Josie Pickens was surrounded by friends 

from Eastern Michigan University for a portion of 

the evening. From the left they are Jenna Bol-

linger, Josie, Bethany Preston, Martina Syrova, and 

Thom Cullen. 

 

We will have more of the reception photos for 

your enjoyment on our MITESOL website. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Colleen (Past Pres) 

managing conversation 

and tasty treats with 

aplomb. 

  

 

We were able to host more than 90 people in the two 

upstairs rooms at the Pub. Seafood chowder, some spicy 

chicken in a variety of forms, and other tasty treats were 

enjoyed by all comers. 

  

(continued on next page) 
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As in past years, your MITESOL volunteer leadership has spent time working towards our goals of increasing membership and all thatõs 

involved with pulling off an excellent fall conference. In fact, weõve already planned ahead to 2017 and 2018, but weõll save that for now. 

Many of the features that last yearõs fearless leader, then President Colleen Brice, and the Board were able to put in place remain in place 

this year. We have an active Twitter account, a Facebook page, a continually renewed home page, and an online registration system for 

presenters that helps streamline many of the processes. 

Each of the three grants Colleen put in place last year still stands: (1) the MITESOL Conference Grant for Adult ESL 

Professionals; (2) the MITESOL Conference Grant for K -12 ESL Professionals; and (3) the MITESOL Conference Grant 

for ESL Professionals in the Upper Peninsula (two awards).  Each grant covers the recipientõs conference registration fees while 

the UP grant also offers an award of $300 toward travel expenses. (See the MITESOL website for details.) If youõre interested in any of 

these grants, your application must be received by September 1 st of this year. 

This year MITESOL will again offer State Continuing Education Clock Hours (SCECHs) for conference attendance. K-12 educators 

can earn up to 10 SCECHs for attending MITESOL 2016. For more information, please refer to the SCECHs section of the 2016 

Conference website. 

This yearõs Fall Conference will be held at the U of M-Flint campus, organized by President-elect Jolene Jaquays. Our theme this year is 

diversity, more specifically òThe Changing Faces of Diversity.ó Weõll have some old friends speaking to us: Professor Diane Larsen-

Freeman is one of our keynote speakers! I know we will enjoy hearing from her! Jolene has some other surprises worked out for you, so I 

wonõt spoil them all now. Letõs just say that there will be chances to interact and have some fun, as well as develop your professional 

résumé. 

This year, thanks to my position as President and thanks to TESOL, I was able to attend a preconference day at TESOL in Baltimore 

dedicated to the TESOL affiliates. Among the many ideas discussed and concepts I discovered is one that I will pursue next year: forming a 

MITESOL foundation. Once this current year is behind us, I will be looking for interested parties to help me in the quest to establish a 

foundation that can help both our MITESOL organization and TESOL professionals throughout the State of Michigan in their professional 

development. 

There are always interesting ideas percolating within the MITESOL organization. Several positions will come available for fall of 2017. If 

youõre interested in getting involved, talk to your SIG leaders, your Board members, or any of those who have been involved in MITESOL 

for some time to see how you can get involved. MITESOL will grow as we all grow; come and grow with your MITESOL organization! 

Till the Conference! 

Andrew S. McCullough (Andy), President 
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Even while this issue may seem jam-packed, weõre a digital publication without the strict space limitations of print publications. If youõve got news from 

the field, let us take a look! We publish in February and August each year; watch the MITESOL listserv for the call that comes out two months prior 

(deadline one month prior) and take time to let us know what you've been up to in the world of TESOL. Have you read a new related book, tried a 

new teaching technique, or developed a research project? This is your chance to share your experiences with the rest of the MITESOL community. 

ñCo-Editors Aiman W. Mueller aiman.w.mueller@att.net & Ildi Porter-Szucs ildips@yahoo.com 
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Greetings fellow MITESOLers, 

I (Aiman) am halfway through tornado cleanup as we 

write this. You can see what I have left to do in the 

pic below. No injuries or deaths, but, as seen to the 

right, cleanup will be more extensive for some. 

Thankfully, the newsletter is still in order with our 

president starting things off with a number of pics 

from the MITESOL reception at big TESOL. A couple 

pages ahead is our Secretaryõs indispensable quick 

listing of board activities, but not before the layout of 

our board as well as bios of candidates for the 

Conference Chair and Membership Coordinator 

positions. 

Those wonõt be the only changes coming. Appointed positions soon to be vacated 

are Secretary, PD SIG Leader, and both Newsletter Co-Editor positons. Yes, that means both Ildi and I are stepping aside for the time 

being. Thanks are in order yet again because several talented individuals have already stepped forward for at least some of those 

positions. The field has a dedicated constituent in Michigan! 

Donõt miss the preview of the 2016 MITESOL Conference on page 7. Thatõs followed by details of a travel grant offered by MITESOL and 

then several SIG (special interest group) updates. (More grants are described on p. 3.) Youõll also want to check out the write up of the 

Policy and Advocacy Summit, where our board members were able to discuss important issues in TESOL with MI politicians in DC. 

If you havenõt heard, MITESOL now has a journal and the deadline for submissions to the inaugural issue has been extended. See page 16. 

We then cover a lot of territory in our field updates. President-Elect, Jolene Jaquays, goes to Mexico, Chandler Lach goes to Greece, and 

Jeannine Lorenger stays right here in the US to tell us 

about collaboration among international and American 

students. To round out the issue, Stacy Tanner 

connects with ELsõ families and Emily Feuerherm looks 

at the needs (language and otherwise) of immigrants in 

Flint. 

Best regards, 

Aiman W. Mueller & Ildi Porter-Szucs  

MITESOL Messages Co-Editors  

aiman.w.mueller@att.net 

ildips@yahoo.com 
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Damage on 28th street, Wyoming, Mi, photo via WOODTV.com 

Aimanõs back yard, Grand Rapids 



 

 
 

 

Candidate for MITESOL President -Elect & 2017 Conference Chair:  

 

Suzanne Toohey, M.A., is currently the ESL/Title III Consultant for Oakland Schools and a member of the MDE 

Title III Advisory Council. She earned her Masterõs degree in Bilingual/Multicultural Education from Northern 

Arizona University and has taught English in a variety of contexts over the past two decades. Her interest in 

second language acquisition began while serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in Central America. Suzanne has 

held positions on MITESOLõs Executive and Advisory Boards in the past, so she brings with her a great deal of 

relevant experience. 

 

Candidate for MITESOL Membership Coordinator:  

 

Mary Klaus, M.A., is an ESL instructor at Saginaw Valley State University and Northwood University. She also 

tutors international students and families in Midland, Michigan. Her instructional and research interests include 

creating original materials for reading and writing classes based on film and literature, assessment design, and 

educational technology. Previously, Mary served on the board of Louisiana TESOL and has helped plan many 

state and regional conferences focusing on ESL and educational technology. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD  

President-Elect/Conference Chair 

Jolene Jaquays 

jjaquays2005@yahoo.com 

 

President/TESOL Liaison 

Andrew McCullough 

mccullo4@msu.edu 

 

Past President 

Colleen Brice 

bricec@gvsu.edu 

 

Secretary  

Ellen Brengle 

brenglee@slcs.us 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Desler 

desler@msu.edu 

Membership Coordinator 

Jane DeGroot 

janedegroot@sbcglobal.net 

 

Social Media Coordinator 

Josie Pickens 

josiempickens@gmail.com  

 

ADVISORY BOARD  

Adult Education SIG 

Casey Thelenwood 

thelecas@gvsu.edu 

 

CALL SIG  

Austin Kaufmann 

akauf@msu.edu  

K-12 SIG 

Stacy Tanner 

stanner@novischools.net 

 

Higher Education SIG  

Cynthia Macknish 

cmacknis@emich.edu 

 

Workplace & ESP SIG 

David Van Over 

davidpvanover@hotmail.com 

 

Professional Development SIG 

open 

 

Conference Exhibits Manager 

Joanna Schrecengost 

joanna.schrec@gmail.com 

 

Listserv Manager 

Pamela Bogart  

pbogart@umich.edu 

 

 

MITESOL Webmaster 

Trisha Dowling 

tdowlin3@emich.edu 

 

Newsletter Editors  

Aiman Wesley Mueller 

aiman.w.mueller@att.net 

 

Ildi Porter-Szucs 

ildips@yahoo.com 

 

MITESOL Journal Co-Editors 

Marian Woyciehowicz Gonsior 

mgonsior@madonna.edu 

 

Kay Losey 

loseyk@gvsu.edu 

 

Christen Pearson 

pearsonc@gvsu.edu 

Vot ing  News:  Cand idates  fo r  Open,  E lec ted  Pos i t ions  on the  Board  


